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ONE MAN’S TRASH, THEY SAY, IS 
ANOTHER MAN’S TREASURE.
For Jared Peter Kirby (it’s just Kirby to you), the treasure he found was in salvaged and reclaimed wood, and it sparked a 
passion which has launched a career, and ultimately helped him reclaim his life.
 In 2012, Kirby left rehab after seeking treatment for an addiction to drugs and alcohol, and spent those early 
days of recovery investigating audio speakers by pulling them apart. Always dissatisfied with the looks of models on the 
market, mass-produced in ugly synthetics, he took up the search for a speaker that could produce high-quality sound, 
while also being visually appealing and affordable. When he couldn’t find it in the stores, he decided to make his own. 
And with that, Salvage Audio was born.
 He started out small, gathering salvaged wood from wherever he could find it, making his speakers for the fun of 
it, and naming each of them after the streets where he found his materials. His first sale was to a friend who told another 
friend, and that friend told another, until soon, Kirby found himself selling online with an Etsy store. With guidance 
and support from his boss at Ernie Ball Music Man, eventually, Kirby’s part-time hobby became his full-time gig. Now 
he designs, builds, and ships his speakers across the country, selling them through his website and [continued on page 53]
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a few small retailers.
 Kirby’s designs are attractive. His craftsmanship is 
admirable, and he makes speakers that serve their purpose, 
while also looking good. They have character. Some are 
petite and romantic, like my favorite: a small desk speaker 
called Fawn, in Heirloom and Redwood, with Blue Pattern 
Cloth. Others, like The Hayworth — a behemoth in size 
— are beautiful and bold in walnut. When I ask him what 
his speakers would taste like if they were food, he says 
“caramel”.
 Kirby also holds a special place in his heart for 
the music lover who, like himself, is curious about the 
electronic underpinnings of a quality speaker, and wants 
to experience the kind of satisfaction that only comes with 
making something beautiful and functional with your own 
two hands. He sells the plans for his speakers, along with 
build kits, and offers advice and step-by-step instruction 
online to his nearly 80,000 YouTube followers.   
 Five years later, 29-year-old Kirby is finding a sort 
of balance through Salvage Audio. He’s a quiet guy, who’s 
made himself available to a broad audience, but he’s not 
interested in becoming a huge maker of audio speakers, 
and he doesn’t want to compete with the big guys. It’s a 
simple love for his craft that keeps him inspired to cul-
tivate it. All he wants is to share that love with a client 
base that’s looking for just what he’s offering, and through 
making each speaker himself, by hand, “just for you,” he’s 
able to find both his thrills and his center these days. 
 Today, Kirby seeks stimulation through his 
creative work instead of through substances. Entrepre-
neurship can be tough, though, and when the stress of 
business demands that he step away, he takes a break. But 
he’s called back every time, energized and determined to 
discover the treasure that’s all around, just waiting to be 
reclaimed — to be salvaged.

Feeling inspired? Dive in at www.salvageaudio.com and 
www.kirbymeetsaudio.com. You can also find him on 
Instagram at @salvage_audio


