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WORD AROUND TOWN 
ABOUT KIMBERLY WALKER 
IS DECIDEDLY POSITIVE.
Every stranger in the county seems to have heard her 
name, and those who know her well tell me she’s beautiful, 
smart and down to earth. Plus, I’m told she’s a mentor to 
burgeoning businesswomen, supporting numerous up-
and-comers with her knowledge and guidance. 
 I’ve done my research, and if I’m playing it cool, 
I’ll say I’m impressed. If I’m honest, I’ll tell you I just 
found my entrepreneurial girl crush. I mean, this interview 
was scheduled through her P.R. guy. People, she’s practical-
ly Oprah.
 I’ll admit it: I’m nervous and fifteen minutes early 
as I pull into the lot at Granada Hotel & Bistro in down-
town San Luis Obispo. I’ve had a hell of a day, and on 
top of it all, I just realized I forgot my notebook with all 
those precious notes and thoughtfully-written questions I 
had planned to pose. I sit in my car for a while, trying to 
decide how I’m going to pull this off, and scribble down 
some memory joggers on the first piece of paper I find 
in my glove box, trying to decide how long I should wait 
before I make my way in. I had hoped to come across as 
professional; upbeat, but not overeager. Now, I’m so anx-
ious I’m not eager at all. I wish I could reschedule!
 Inside, I sit on a mustard-colored couch, freaking 
out with some weirdo smile plastered on my face, as I try 
my best to play it cool. I take a look around, plus a sip of 
water and a deep breath before I chat up the hostess at the 
front desk. I’m eager to calm my jitters with some more 
of that reassuring praise for Kimberly Walker that seems 
to spill so easily out of the mouths of everyone who talks 
about her.
 Suddenly, Oprah Kimberly emerges from the 
restaurant off the lobby, looking casual, but put-together. 
My ears are hot as I introduce myself and follow her up 
the stairs to the second floor. But, she makes it easy. Once 
in the lounge, she takes a breath and turns to face me. Her 
warm smile feels like sunshine as we briefly trade com-
ments about the rainy weather and settle into our seats. 
 For someone whose innovations have been 
featured on national television shows like Dr. Oz and The 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno (Wine Wipes, anyone?), she’s 
remarkably laid back. We skip right over the basics and get 
to the good part. She tells me about her journey; about 
failing often but not giving up, and about building her 
growing empire on a foundation of hospitality. She’s easy 
to talk to. So easy, in fact, it turns out I don’t need my 
notebook.
 Her story is that of a winding [continued on 117]
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path. Departing her childhood in Los 
Angeles, Kimberly traveled to UCLA 
as a screenwriting major, then went to 
Africa and back as an AIDS educator 
and playwright, and made a pit stop 
in sales and real estate before arriving 
here on the Central Coast. Today, 
she’s the successful architect of the 
kind of useful inventions people want 
to use, and curator of the kind of 

spaces people want to occupy. 
 She’s full of ideas, unafraid 
of hard work, and tireless. When 
others might decide to give it a rest, 
Kimberly is seemingly boosted by 
both her wins and her losses, and 
moves forward. She understands the 
subtle messages she receives from 
her missteps, and uses the feedback 
advantageously to get back on course. 
Some ideas, like Granada, have nearly 
bankrupted her before taking off and 
evolving into the triumphs that will 
be part of her legacy. 
 Kimberly’s journey hasn’t 
been without its challenges, and she 
proudly admits she hasn’t done it 
all alone. She learned from the very 
best as a child; both her mother and 
grandmother were beacons of light 
shining on the path to her personal 
power. They taught Kimberly about 
the proverbial glass ceiling when she 
was still just a little girl, and bestowed 
upon her what it means to break 
through it, one section at a time.  
 For all of the people who 
sing her praises, Kimberly is quick to 
recognize the contributions of those 
in her abundant network of prosper-
ing personal and professional relation-
ships. In the Lunacy Club, she has 

WHEN OTHERS MIGHT DECIDE 
TO GIVE IT A REST, KIMBERLY IS 
SEEMINGLY BOOSTED BY BOTH 
HER WINS AND HER LOSSES, AND 
MOVES FORWARD.

business partners with whom she’s on 
the same page. Together, they begin 
the ventures through which she’s 
made lasting bonds with such “allies”, 
who are capable and eager to carry out 
any mission.
 Kimberly has a million things 
to juggle, and so much planned for 
the future, so what is it she wants so 

badly that 
even in 
the face 
of rejec-
tion or a 
major set-
back still 
drives her 
to move 
forward? 
She’s 

passionate about hospitality; about 
creating places where people enjoy 
themselves, feel good, and want to 
return. She loves to travel, and is 
stimulated by the luxury and by the 
simpleness of faraway places. She also 
appreciates the Eastern philosophy 
of dedicating one’s life to being really 
good at just one thing. Her “thing” is 
bringing people comfort and joy. 
 At Granada, comfort and joy 
come with a brick façade, a dimly-lit 
bistro, and rooms that serve as lush 
sanctuaries. Soon, the hotel will 
add 23 rooms, valet parking, and a 
rooftop hangout. But Granada is just 
one of Kimberly’s endeavors. She also 
runs The Station, a favorite wine bar 
and shop in San Luis Obispo, where 
wine is served by the glass and by the 
bottle, and where patrons can indulge 
themselves in arts and crafts. In 2017, 
there are plans to bring the coast yet 
more of the good life. Next door to 
Granada, Cal Poly’s students will soon 
be able to dine on healthy fast food at 
“Nourish”, with plans to open their 
doors in the next few months. And in 
Santa Barbara County, with Kimber-
ly’s magic touch, the famed 

35-room Skyview Motel, set atop a 
hill with scenic views of wine country, 
will reopen as a boutique hotel, with 
a full-service restaurant in Los Alamos 
this spring. The future is bright, and 
the destination is still ahead. 
 More than an hour later, 
Kimberly takes over as the interview-
er, turning the conversation to me. 
She asks about my hopes and dreams. 
Where am I headed? She listens 
intently. When I finish my reply, she 
wishes me luck and jots down her 
email address and cell number on my 
glove box paper, now crowded with 
as many of her insights as I was fast 
enough to write down, then slides it 
back across the table toward me. 
 As we part ways, she reaches 
out a hand and, hospitable by nature, 
Kimberly offers to bus my half-full 
water glass, telling me to stay in 
touch. I promise her I will. (When 
Oprah gives you her number, you call 
Oprah!) At the top of the hotel stairs, 
I pause to check the sound on my 
cell phone recording, and that weirdo 
smile is plastered on my face again. 
This time, I feel great — elevated, 
even. I feel like I just met someone 
worth knowing. In fact, I know I did.

Swing by the Granada Hotel and Bistro 
for an after-work drink, or a luxurious 
night away at 1126 Morro Street, San 
Luis Obispo, California. Make a 
reservation online at 
www.granadahotelandbistro.com


